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Topics for discussion

•Why choose a language?

•What is involved in GCSE Modern Languages?

•Which language should you choose?

•Could you be a dual linguist?



Why choose a language?
It makes you more EMPLOYABLE

• Employees with foreign language skills 
earn on average 12% more than those 
with no language skills.

• Modern Language graduates have one of 
the highest rates of employability after 
medicine, law and dentistry.

• You will develop many transferable skills 
which are now highly sought after by 
employers…



Why choose a language?
You will develop many transferable skills which are now highly sought after by 
employers:



Why choose a language?

2. A GCSE Language qualification is a compulsory 
requirement when applying to some universities

• In many other universities, it may play a deciding factor in 
whether you are offered a place.

3. It enriches your travel experiences
• For personal enjoyment, as well as opening up employment 

opportunities

4. It’s a different learning environment, and it’s fun!
• Learning a different language is a complete change from every 

other subject you will study at GCSE! 



Careers directly linked to foreign languages
• Teacher

• Lecturer

Careers in which foreign languages are a 
highly desirable skill

• Business

• Finance

• Engineering

• Travel and tourism

• Technology

• Army

• IT

• Journalism

• Media

• Law

• Marketing

• Translator

• Interpreter



Language Learning in the News… 
(headlines in the past year)

Sorry STEM, Google just made the case for 

more foreign language education

Global Britain needs more linguists if we 

are to succeed after Brexit

Why we should learn German 

If You Teach Your Child These 3 Languages, 

You’ll Basically Be Raising a Future CEO

Want a job in tech? Learn another language

Brexit leads to surge in

Brits wanting to learn

new language, data finds
Voila! The languages children should learn if they want 

the best chances of success in life revealed
All articles available to read from Mrs Donald

https://blogs.transparent.com/language-news/2018/01/01/sorry-stem-google-just-made-the-case-for-more-foreign-language-education/
https://blog.mondlylanguages.com/2017/10/24/surprising-brain-benefits-of-learning-foreign-languages/
https://blog.mondlylanguages.com/2017/10/24/surprising-brain-benefits-of-learning-foreign-languages/


What local employers say…
(interviewed March 2016)

“A GCSE in a language can be enough to make a difference to a 
company.”

“They must have skills in languages 
other than their own mother 
tongue.”

“Linguists are flexible 
and can be trained in 
many fields.”

“If a candidate for an interview has lived or spent time abroad this 
will add value to a job application.”

“More must be done in schools to recognise the value of

languages and to encourage young people to take up a

new language or continue studying a language after Key

Stage 3. It is important that Careers advisers highlight

this.”



GCSE Languages – what is involved?



Which language should you choose?
 The language you are good at!

 The language you enjoy learning!

• If you find languages difficult, then French might be the better option 
for you as you have a better foundation (3 years at KS3).

• Any GCSE language will enhance your career prospects.
• French is easily combined with law and finance at university.

• German is very useful in the world of engineering and technology.

• Spanish will be invaluable if you are interested in tourism and travel.



Should you do two languages at GSCE?
• Benefits

• GCSE exam structure is the same and the content and ideas you need 
to think of for speaking and writing will be the same 

• Even more attractive to employers!

• A dual linguist will have the following qualities
• Excellent literacy skills

• Good communication skills

• Interest in languages and how they work

• Good grades in both languages they study in Year 10

• May study one or more languages at A Level and beyond



Questions?


