
 

 

 

 

 
 
23 March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
I hope this finds you and yours keeping well and safe as together as a community we support each other 
through Cov-ID 19.     We appreciate that this is a challenging and uncertain time for everyone and we as a 
school community wish to play our full part in our wider community effort to deal with this unprecedented 
situation.    
 
In this evolving situation we are using our app and website www.enniskillenroyalgs.com  as our main means 
of communication with you.   Within our website we have created a ‘Supporting Learning during Coronavirus 
Cov-ID-19’ area where we post updates on a regular basis.  If you have not already done so it would be useful 
to download the school app which is available for free from the Apple and Android markets. If you cannot find 
the answer you are looking for on our website you are always welcome to contact us at school through email 
at  info@ergs.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk or by telephone.   You will appreciate that, in respect of social distancing 
guidelines, we wish to reduce visitors to school to an absolute minimum. 
 
In line with the Minister of Education’s guidance, Enniskillen Royal Grammar School is open  for pupils in 
Years 8-10 who are vulnerable or who are children of key workers who require this service in line with 
governmental advice as detailed on the DE website: www.deni.gov.uk.   We understand this to be workers 
who are in the listed categories who are unable to facilitate their children remaining safely at home.   If you 
wish to avail of this provision it would assist us greatly if you could let us know by e-mailing 
info@ergs.enniskillen.ni.sch.uk.     We will be in touch with the individual parents/carers of pupils who are 
deemed to be vulnerable.     
 
Pupils who are eligible to avail of this provision should report to reception on our Cooper Crescent site at 9 
am. School will finish at 3.30 pm. Parents will be responsible for transport to and from school.   Pupils are not 
required to wear uniform: they should bring a break and packed lunch and drinks with them.   Provision will 
be made for pupils entitled to Free School Meals.  Pupils will work on tasks set by their teachers for their year 
group within the on-line curriculum.  There will be no formal classroom teaching. They will be supervised at all 
times on site and will be required to observe PHA guidance on handwashing and social distancing.  We would 
be grateful if you could send up to date contact details with your son or daughter.    Please do not send your 
son or daughter to school if they are unwell.  
 
For pupils who are remaining at home our staff are working hard to support our pupils’ learning and pastoral 
needs in this new context through the C2k on line platform including Google Classroom.   
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 In this respect it is important that your son/daughter checks that they can access their C2k e-mail.  If they have 
any difficulty doing so, please contact us at school.    
 
Similarly, if your son/daughter has difficulty with computer access at home please let us know.   
 
In this on-line context, pupils and staff will work within the framework of our ICT contract: you will find a copy 
of this on the ‘Supporting Learning during Coronavirus Cov-ID-19’ page along with guidance for parents on how 
to keep your son/daughter safe on-line.  Please let us know if you do not give your consent for your 
son/daughter to access our on-line provision from home.   Please also be aware that teachers will be available, 
Monday to Friday within the hours 9 am to 3.30 pm to set and mark work and to communicate on- line with 
pupils when they are not directly involved in the supervision of pupils in school as detailed earlier.   We suggest 
that you work with your son/daughter to establish a daily routine which replicates as far as possible a school 
day in order to provide a sense of order and structure to their home study and to manage their expectations 
in respect of access to their teachers.  While we wish to be responsive to our pupil needs, you will appreciate 
that we need to protect our staff well-being also. We ask too for your patience and support as teachers and 
pupils alike get used to this new learning and teaching scenario.      
 
We know too that you will work with your young people in encouraging them to act responsibly in respecting 
the guidelines regarding social distancing as detailed in the updated advice on the PHA website 
www.publichealth.hscni. 
 
We are particularly conscious of the challenges facing our senior pupils who were due to take GCSE and A 
Level examinations this summer.    We will continue to update our app and website with the advice and 
guidance coming from the Minister of Education and the examination boards as it comes to us.  To date we 
have been informed by CCEA that the summer examinations timetable has been cancelled and that non-
examination assessment such as controlled assessment, coursework and practical examinations should cease 
from Friday 20th March 2020.  We await further guidance on the way forward in respect of the awarding of 
these qualifications.    You may find it useful to keep up to date with information issued on www.ccea.org.uk.  
 
We know that this is an uncertain and unsettling time for our senior pupils who find themselves in this very 
unusual situation: we wish to reassure them that we will work with the examination bodies and third level 
education providers to find a solution which will be as fair to them as possible.   In the meantime, their teachers 
will continue to set them work and assess it as we await guidance on the way forward from all the relevant 
stakeholders.   We encourage them to stay steady and focused and to keep in touch with us as we navigate 
these uncharted waters together.   
 
I conclude this long letter by reiterating our commitment as a school to work with you, our parents and 
guardians in support of our young people and in support of our wider community in these challenging times.  
These challenges will vary depending on our individual circumstances but each of us will be the stronger and 
more able to deal with them when we work together collectively to support each other.    
 
For parents of pupils in Years 8, 9 and 11 please find enclosed your son/daughter’s most recent grade card.  
 
With warmest best wishes 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Armstrong 
Principal 
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