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Life

William Shakespeare was born on April 23 1564, his parents were John and Mary 
Shakespeare and William was their oldest surviving child.

Their first two children, William’s sisters did not live beyond infancy.  William was baptized 
on 26 April 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon  in Warwickshire. 

William grew to be an actor, playwright, poet and theatre entrepreneur in London during the 
the late Elizabethan and and early Jacobean years. He married a women eight years older 
than him called Anne Hathaway when he was 18 and she was 26. 



Plays 
 William Shakespeare was one of the best playwrights  and wrote at least 39 plays in his 
lifetime, which a lot of  have turned into very famous well known performances. Some of 
these familiar plays  include,

 - Romeo and Juliet    -   Hamlet  -   Macbeth  

 - A Midsummer Night’s Dream  -   King Lear  -  The Tempest  and many more.



Influences 
 Shakespeare was inspired by many 
people, but he undoubtedly admired the 
poet Chaucer’s work immensely. This is 
clear as William uses several of Chaucer’s 
poems as sources for his plays.  For 
example Chaucer’s poem ‘The Parliament 
Of Fowles’ was a source of Mercutio’s 
”Queen Mab” speech in Romeo and Juliet.



Wealth 
 Shakespeare did not come from a wealthy family,  
and had to leave school early to start working and 
earning money. 

 When William started his playwriting and poem 
writing  he started to earn his own money and 
although Shakespeare wasn’t poor he wasn’t 
wealthy either.  William’s will indicates that he was 
not flush with cash. In his middle age he was 
comfortably well off. He was able to purchase the 
second largest house in Stratford in 1597, and also 
owned property in London. 



Style 
 Shakespeare’s writing style
 Shakespeare used a metrical pattern 
consisting of lines of unrhymed iambic 
pentameter, called blank verse. His plays 
were composed using blank verse, 
although there are passages in all the plays 
that deviate from the norm and are 
composed of other forms of poetry.



Death 
 Although a lot of information about Shakespeare’s 
death is unknown tradition holds that Shakespeare 
died on his 52nd birthday on April 23, 1616, but some 
people believe this is a myth. Church records show 
he was interred at Trinity Church on April 25, 1616. 
The exact cause of Shakespeare’s death is unknown, 
but  many people believe he died following a brief 
illness.


